SAMPLE QUESTIONNAIRE

Thank you for your interest in participating in the Avian Knowledge Network. In order to provide the most complete description of your data as possible we ask you fill out the following questionnaire. This provides the AKN with important descriptive information on your project. Please send all completed questionnaires to:

Brian Sullivan

Cornell Lab of Ornithology

159 Sapsucker Woods Rd

Ithaca NY 14850

bls42@cornell.edu
Project or Database Title:          NEW ENGLAND BREEDING BIRD COUNTS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1) What is the approximate location of your project?  Please provide general descriptions (county names, NPS unit, lat-longs). (Description of geographic extent, bounding coordinates).

The New England states (Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut).

Bounding coordinates: North (47.5000º); South (41.0000º); East (-67.1000º); 

West (-73.7500º)

2) Who is the originator(s)/owner of the data set? (Include address and telephone

number) 

New England Bird Observatory

1234 Nature Road

Somewhere  MA  12345

800-555-9876

web site:  www.nebo.org

a) If someone else should be listed in the metadata to answer questions about the

data, please list the name, address, and telephone number.  (Contact)

John Smith

Data Analyst

New England Bird Observatory

1234 Nature Road

Somewhere  MA  12345

800-555-9999

e-mail:  jsmith@nebonet.org

b) Are there other organizations or individuals who should get credit for support,

funding, or data collection and analysis?  (Data set credit)

This project is funded by donations from members of the bird observatory and grants from several state fish and wildlife agencies.

Special thanks go to all of the volunteers who conduct the bird counts. This project would not be possible without them.

3)  Include a brief (no more than a few sentences) description of the data set. (Abstract)

The New England Breeding Bird Counts were started in 1990 to provide long-term monitoring for bird species that are not covered well by the Breeding Bird Survey.  Each year, a team of volunteers conducts over 1,000 point counts throughout the six New England states.  The data are used by all six state fish and wildlife agencies as well as interested students and researchers.

a) What format are the data stored in, spreadsheet, database, ArcInfo coverage, text

file, other (please identify).  If known, also include the software version.  (Native data set environment)
Database;  Microsoft Access, Version 2002 SP-1

b) Are the data sensitive or classified (e.g. locations of T&E species)?  Are there

legal restrictions on who may obtain/use the data?  (Access/use constraints)

No, the data are not sensitive or classified.  There are no legal restrictions on use of the data.  The data are freely available to all interested parties.

4)  Are values in the data set restricted to a data dictionary or code book?  If so, please

provide a copy if possible…Don’t worry, your data will not be served on NBII, just the metadata.  (Access/use constraints; Entity & Attribute)

No.

5)  Why were the data collected (How will they be used in the scheme of the project)?

(Purpose)

The New England Breeding Bird Counts were started to provide data for long-term monitoring of birds that are not covered well by the Breeding Bird Survey (BBS).  These counts take place in more remote areas than the BBS roadside surveys.  The counts are intended to target forest-interior, wetland, and high-elevation species.

6)  Please provide citations for any publications associated with your project.  (Cross

reference)

Smith, J.  2007.  New England Breeding Bird Counts: Annual Report for 2007.  New England Bird Observatory, Somewhere, MA.    (Available on our web site.)

Smith, J.  2006.  Recent population trends of several forest bird species in New England.  Journal Name 53:106-123.
7)  What is the time period represented by the data set? (e.g. what are the beginning and

ending dates of data collection?)  (Time period)

May 15, 1990 – present.  

8)  Were the data developed primarily through:  (Currentness reference)

a)  Field visits

b)  Remote instrumentation (i.e. temperature recorders, etc)

c)  Existing data sources
Field visits

9)  What is the status of the data you are documenting?, complete, in progress, planned
     (Status)
In progress

a)  Will the data set be updated? (Maintenance & update frequency)       Yes
b)  If so, how frequently? Weekly, Monthly, Annually, Irregular, or As Needed
The database is updated annually (after the breeding season).

10) Please list any keywords associated with this project (minimum of 1 thematic

keyword required).  (Keywords: theme, place, stratum, temporal, taxonomy)

monitoring, population trends, point counts, surveys

New England, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut

spring, summer, breeding season

birds, landbirds, waterbirds

11) Does the data set contain taxonomic information? If no, skip to question 12.

a) What important species or communities were examined or are documented in the

data?  (Taxonomy)

All bird species that breed in New England, especially forest and high-elevation species.
b)  Did you use a taxonomic authority or field guide for identification?

Yes.  Birds were identified by using visual and audio cues.  Field guides were used when necessary.

a)  If so, what is the reference?


A.O.U. Check-list of North America Birds - 7th Edition and supplements.

Also various field guides.

b)  Describe any modifications, if any, to the classification.

None

12) Briefly summarize your field, lab, or analysis methods (cut & paste from other

documents when possible.)  If you used standard, published protocols/methods, simply put the complete citation for the reference in 12a below.  (Methodology, methodology keywords)

Point counts are conducted two times per breeding season throughout New England.  The first count is done in late May or early June, while the second is done in late June or early July.  At each point count station, all detections of all species are recorded within 50 m of the observer.  Counts are conducted for 5 minutes, beginning 15 minutes after local sunrise and ending within 4 hours of local sunrise. Counts are not conducted during rainy or excessively windy conditions.  Individual survey points are located at least 500 m apart.  More than 1,000 point counts are done by volunteer observers each year.

a) If you used existing protocols or methods, list the references (Methodology

citation)

Ralph, C. J., G. R. Guepel, P. Pyle, T. E. Martin, and D. F. DeSante.  1993.  Handbook of field methods for monitoring landbirds.  USDA Forest Service General Technical Report PSW-GTR-144, Albany, CA.

(http://www.fs.fed.us/psw/publications/documents/gtr-144/06-censusing.html)

13) Were your data processed with a model or other analytical tool?  Examples include

DISTANCE, Program Mark, and the Century Model.  If no, skip to question 14.  (Analytical Tools)

a)   Please provide a brief description of the model or tool.

b) Is the tool or model readily available?  If so, please include a URL, contact address, etc.

No

14) What measures, if any, did you take to make certain that your data set was as nearly

correct as possible? (e.g. instrument calibrations, spot checking data, spreadsheet macros for outliers, accuracy assessment matrices, etc.) (Attribute accuracy report)

The point counts are conducted by volunteers with varying amounts of experience.  Training workshops are provided for those volunteers who want to improve their skills. The workshops include information on species identification, point count methods, and how to estimate the numbers of observed individuals.  After the data are computerized, the files are checked with a database-proofing program, and questionable records are checked by comparing them to the original field sheets.

15) Were there any things that you excluded from your data collection, e.g. stems less

than a certain diameter or streams without surface flow?  If the data are from multiple years or sites, are all years/sites represented?  (Completeness report)

Some points were not surveyed in some years, and in some cases only one of the two counts was done at a given point.  Approximately 80% of the points are surveyed each year.

16) A sample of your data would be helpful.  If field names are not self-explanatory,

please also send a short description of what each field means (include units of measure if applicable).  This section will describe the fields and values of the data set.  The data will not be served on NBII, just the metadata.  (Entity & attribute)

Table “BIRDS” contains one record for each species at each point:

POINT ID = 5 characters (two-letter state code followed by three numbers)

DATE = 8 numbers (yyyymmdd)

TIME = 4 numbers (24-hour clock)

OBSERVER = 3 characters (initials)

SPECIES = 4 characters (four-letter Bird Banding Laboratory code)

COUNT = 3 numbers

Table “POINTS” contains one record for each point:


POINT ID = 5 characters (two-letter state code followed by three numbers)


LATITUDE = 6 numbers (xx.xxxx)


LONGITUDE = 6 numbers (-xx.xxxx)

17) Does the data set contain spatial information such as UTMs or lat/longs?  If no, skip

to question 18.  (Spatial reference)

Yes, latitude and longitude.

a) What are the projection parameters, if not defined in the coverage or shape file?

The data are geographic, in decimal degrees, resolution = 0.0001 degree.

b) List any source data sets you used.  For each source list:          None
a) Source name, originator and publication date

b) Source time period and scale

c) Source presentation form and media type

d) Contribution of the source to your analysis

c) List the processing steps you used to create your data set, including the

approximate date of processing.

The coordinates for each survey point were derived from hand-held GPS units.   Coordinate data obtained by GPS were collected during the initial survey visit to each point.

18) Is the data set available to other researchers?  If no, please include a short explanation

as to why, and when the data will become available, and then go to question 19.  (Distribution)

Yes, the data are freely available to all interested parties.

a) Are you the distributor?  How can the data be obtained?  If via the web, please

include the URL.  If you are not the distributor, please provide name, address, and phone number of the person/agency who is distributing the data.  

Yes, the New England Bird Observatory is the distributor of the data.  Data may be obtained by contacting John Smith.  (See contact info above.)  We plan to make the data available through our website at some later date.

b)  Do you have any advice for potential users of the data set?

These data were collected by volunteers with varying amounts of experience.  Every attempt is made to ensure that the data are as complete and accurate as possible, but caution should be exercised when estimating or making inferences about population trends using these data.  No warranty, expressed or implied, is made regarding the accuracy or utility of these data.

19) Send a text file containing the responses to this questionnaire to:  Jim Lowe

(JDL6@cornell.edu).  If there is any other pertinent information you feel should be captured in the metadata, please enclose it too.  If I need any further information to complete the metadata, I will contact you via phone or email.  Thank you for your cooperation.

20) Would you like to review the metadata before we release it to NBII? 

Yes

21) Are you interested in making your data available through the Avian Knowledge

Network?  Do you want to learn more about the Avian Knowledge Network?

Yes and Yes

That’s it! Thank you for your time and cooperation.

